Moy 15, 1954

Dre Wuclaw Szybelski
Instltute of Micrebiology
Rutgers University

New Brunewick, N.J.

Dear Szybalski:

Tomn Helson has forwarded your indirsct request for an indirectly selected
F mutant of E. coli X-12. The only S¥ mutants that we have obtained in this
way are those recorded in the paper, from auxctroph derivatives w-1 (T,L,Th) and
58-278 #B, Pa}, and nene from the autotrophic ¥=12. I imagine the latter would
be rore gonvenient, but you should have no Aifficulty accoarplishing this anew.

I might add that these mutants are resistant to very high levels of strepto-
nyekin, and thet I did £ind no reduetion in viable count when they were exposed
te sz 200 ug/ml for the £4rst time. I would imagine therefore that thisgystem
sould be far lesa appropriate for vowr prohlem than eome multi-~ step arrangement
such 69, 8ege, ntaph’ peniclliim. This undertaking would have the additional
advantagy of generalizing the sonclusions from the indirect sslsction experiment
+0 a multi-step {polypenic) system, which we did not do.

Let e know 12 the W-1 3 would be particularly useful, and I will see that

you get it. In any event, I should see you at the Instd tute dadicaticn symposium
ahmrt. % woakn henos,

A\ Yours sincerely,
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Joshus Lederberg
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